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What does a typical day look like?

8:35: Doors open – morning work
8:40: Registration and daily circle
9:00: Phonics
9:30: English/Maths
9:45: Continuous provision
10:30:  Snack
10:45:  English/Maths
11:00: Continuous provision
11:45:  Story and prepare for lunch
12:00:  Lunch
13:00:  Registration/Relaxation
13:20:  Foundation subject
13:45:  Continuous provision
14:30:  Tidy up/singing and a story
15:05:  Home time



How do we plan the Reception Curriculum?

The Statutory Framework explains what should be covered in each of the seven areas 
of learning. It also includes the Early Learning Goals which we use at the end of the 
year to make a decision on whether a child has reached a ‘Good Level of 
Development’ or not. The other two documents are non statutory but have been 
used by us in designing a bespoke curriculum.



What are the aims of our curriculum?



Where can you find our curriculum?

Russell Street School Website



Where can you find our curriculum?

Our school website has all of the information 
about what we are studying each half term.

 Russell Street School - Home (russell-street-school.co.uk)

The focus changes each half term.

 It is a ‘plan’ and is subject to change depending 
on the children’s interests.

We are constantly reviewing and updating our 
curriculum.

https://www.russell-street-school.co.uk/website




Writing – The Write Stuff



The Writing Rainbow

This approach is used throughout school

Displayed in every classroom

We begin with a focus on the ‘FANTASTICs’

 Lessons are highly structured to scaffold the 
learning for children



Lesson Structure

Each lesson begins with the focus lens and 
revealing the next ‘plot point’ of the text or clip.



Lesson Structure

The children have the opportunity to experience 
a ‘Meaningful Moment’.

They reflect upon a plot point and deepen their 
thoughts.



Lesson Structure

Meet Grandma Fantastic

Basket of words to introduce new vocabulary to the 
children.



Lesson Structure

 ‘Chotting’ – chatting and jotting

The children share their own ideas.

 Later in the year, the children begin to note their ideas 
down.



Lesson Structure

Teacher models the writing

Uses the focus lens and some of the generated 
vocabulary

Jack ate the juicy

jellybean.



Lesson Structure

Children’s Sentence

The children have the chance to record their own 
sentence or phase - verbally or written.



Ways to Support Your Child

Complete activities sent home

Talk about the books we have read (noted in our 
weekly updates)

Regularly sharing a story with your child

Talk about new or unfamiliar words e.g. cottage





Why do we teach Phonics?

 The English language has 26 letters which are used to 
make 44 sounds (phonemes).

 Single letter sounds: a  t  f

 ‘Special friends’: sh ch igh

 We put sounds together to make words:

sh-i-p l-igh-t



How does RWI phonics help your child to 

read?

 All schools teach children to read phonetically.

 Once children have learnt to recognise the 
sounds and are able to blend sounds together, 
they are able to ‘decode’ unfamiliar words.

 How to say the sounds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yln6PpV1G1I


Fred Talk

We refer to the blending of sounds together to make 
words as ‘Fred Talk’.

 Fred is a frog who can only talk in sounds.



Regular assessments are completed

This means that children bring home books which 
match the sounds that they have been taught

Books are changed on Thursdays – please keep them 
in your child’s bag.



Ways to Support Your Child

Watch the videos sent home on the weekly update

Read to your child daily

Use the Read Write Inc phonics cards to support your 
child with retaining the sounds

Play games such as ‘I Spy’ to help children to hear and 
identify the initial sounds of words



Teaching Maths in Reception



Maths Lessons

 At Russell Street School, our children follow a Mastery 
approach to Maths.  This means that they acquire deep, long 
term, secure and adaptable understanding of the subject.

 We use the White Rose Maths scheme throughout school as 
this uses small steps to build up a good understanding.  Small 
steps are easier to make than larger ones.  

 Children have a daily Maths lesson.  There is a big emphasis 
on Number in Reception but we also teach measures, shapes 
and spatial thinking.  

 Continuous provision inside and outside reinforces learning in 
class.



Mastering Number

In addition to the daily Maths session our children will take part 
in the Mastering Number programme.

 Children are encouraged to look for patterns and links to 
make connections.

 What is the same, what is different?

 The more you think about something, the more likely you are 
to remember it.

 Stem sentences modelled and children use to give a focused 
answer when explaining their reasoning.  I can see 4 and 1, 4 
and 1 makes 5.

 Deep understanding-rather than moving onto big numbers.



Counting

Learning to count accurately:

 1 to 1 counting-say one number for each object.

 Know that the last number they say shows how many objects 
there are.

 Line objects up to count.

 Counting back is important too.

 Count starting from different numbers.

 Anything can be counted-claps, jumps, skips, beats on a drum.



Subitising

 Children will learn how to subitise - say how many 
there are without counting.

 They will work on seeing regular patterns-dice, 
dominoes.

 Children will then look at irregular patterns up to 5.

 Show me 5 fingers, bunny ears.



Composition

 We spend a lot of time looking at how numbers are made.

 Children will learn that numbers can be made from two or more 
smaller numbers.

 They will look at parts and whole. I can see 4 and 1, 4 and 1 makes 5.

 Concrete objects used to help visualise numbers.

 Comparing objects and numbers-are they the same, not the same, 
equal, not equal.





Ways to Support Your Child

 1 minute maths app: https://whiteroseeducation.com/1-
minute-maths

 Maths is everywhere! Climbing up the stairs, cooking, 
jumping, sharing, building- count everywhere and anywhere!

https://whiteroseeducation.com/1-minute-maths

